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AN ACT 
Kor tho removal of County Seats of Srssbhiece 


Soc. lo Be it enacted by the Seaate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, 
That a majority of two-thirds of the yotes of the qualified vot- 
ers of a county shall be required to remove the seat of justice in 
any of the counties of this Republic, that now are, or hereafter 
may be established; provided, however, that if in any county 
the seat of justice should be established at a greater distance 
than five miles from the centre of said county. a majority of all 
the votes shall be sufficient for its removal, provided such remov- 
al shall be within the limits of five miles from the centre of said 
county. l 

Seco 2 Be it further enactcd, That when in the opinion 
of the Chief Justice of any county, the necessary number of 
inhabitants apply by petition or otherwise fora removal of the 
seat of justice, itshall be the duty of said chief justice to order 
an election for that purpose, giving due notice thereof, which 
election shall be held at the same time and places, and conduct- 
ed in the same manner as elections for members of congress, and 
the result of said election shall establish the seat of justice, in 
accordance with the provisions of the first section of this act. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 

President of the Senate. 
Approved May 9, 1838. 2 
SAM. HOUSTON. ~= 
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AN ACT 


_ Supplementary to an act creating the county of Fayette. 


Be it cnacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
af the Republic of ‘Texas, in Congress assembled; That from 
and after the passage of this act, the South Western boundary 
of the county of Fayette, shall be, and is hereby established as 
follows, viz: beginning at the North East corner of a league 
of Jand, granted to J. Morris on the head of the Lavaca river; 
thence northwardly tothe North Hast corner of a quarter of a 
league of land granted to Stifler: provided that nothing herein 
contained shall affect any rights of location made in conformity 
to the acts defining the boundaries of the counties of Gonxales 
and Fayette. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. ` 


Approved, May 3, 1838, 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN. ACT 
Securing the Right of Appeal. 


Sec. l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re- 
resentatives of the Republic af Texas in‘Congress assembled, 
hat in the suits authorized to be commenced by Empresarios, 

under the 27th section of the land law, against the President of 
the Republic, the defendant shall have the rigt to appeal with- 
out giving the bond and security, required of applicants. 

Szc. 2 Be it further enacted, that in cases where the re- 
public is concerned as a party, either in her own name, or the 
name of her officers,an appeal may be taken in her behalf with- 
eut bond and security. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the Senate. 
Approved, May 3, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON, 


3 
AN ACT 

, To repeal a part of an det incorporating the lown of Gonzales: 

Suc. le Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Res 
presentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled; 
That so much of an act incorporating the city of San António 
and other towns therein named, passed at the last session of 
congress, as relates to th: town of Gonzales, which requires the 
clerk to possess a competent knowleuge of the Castilian language, 
and requiring the members to consist of eight aldermen is here- 
by repealed; and the members of the corporation of Gonzales 
shall consist of four aldermen in lieù of eight. 

Suc. 2 Be it further enacted, That the chief justice of 
the county of Gonzales, immediately after the passage of the 
act, shall be authorized and required to issue writs of an Glece, 
tion to fill the offices of the above recited act for the fraction of 


the present year. 
JOSEPH ROWE; 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
President of the Scnate. 


Approved, May 3, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON: 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
Authorizing the President and Commissioner of the Geiteral Land 
Office, to issue titles to purchasers of lots in Galveston Island 


Be it resolved by the Senate and, House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the 
President of the Republic and the Commissioner of .the general 
land office are hereby authorized and required to issue titles to 
purchasers of lots on Galveston Island; provided that the said 
purchasers shall deliver to the commissioner a certificrte of pur- 
chase, with a receipt for the payment of the purchase money 
in full, from the secretary of the Treasurys 

JOSEPH ROWE; 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU bb. LAMAR; 
President of the Senatee 


Approved, May 9, 1838: 
SAM. HOUSTON: 


4 


AN ACT 
Authorizing the President to appoint Notaries Publico 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That there 
shall be appointed for the county where the seat of government 
is, or shall be located, two notaries public in addition to the 
chief justice of said county; and also, onc additional notary im 
each county of the Republic; which appointments shall be made 
by the President,’ by and with the advice and consent of the 


senate. , 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the Senate. 
Approved, May 15, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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A BILL 
To incorporate and define the Senatorial Distric of Austin, Golo- 
rodo and Fort Bend. 


Suc. l. Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, 
That the counties of Austin, Colorado, and Fort Bend shall be, 
and constitute a Senatorial District. 
> Sec 2 Beit further enacted, That the chief justice of 
the county of Austin, shall be the returning officer of said Sen- 
atorial District. 

Sec. 3. Beit further\enacted, That all laws or parts of 
, laws conflicting with this acbe, and the same are hereby re- 
pealed. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of \the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU 1b. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate- 


Approved, May 10, 1838. 
i ' SAM. HOUSTON. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of John F. Kemper. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas, injCongress assembled, That the Audit- 
. or of public accounts be authorized and required to audit the 
accounts of John F. Kemper, as armourer for the term of eight 
months and twenty-four days, agreeably to law, im such cases 
made and provided. . 

: i . JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
. MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the Senate. 
Approved, May 10, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AW ACT 
To amend an acs incorporating the city of Sar Antonio and other 
Towns 


SEC. lo Be it enacted by the Senate and Elouse of Repre 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That 
the third section of “am act incorporating the city of San An- 
tonio and other towns therein named,” shall be amended by in- 
serting after the word “council” in the ninth line, the words “and 
who with the treasurer and collector.” 

Sac. % Beit further enacted, That the eight section be 
amended by striking out from the first and second lines the words, 
“im conjunction with the justices of the county courts,” Provided, 
that this section shall not apply to’ Gonzales. 

Sec. 3, Be it further enacted, that the ninth section of 
said act be amended by striking out all after the enacting clause 
and inserting the following: “That the Mayor be authorized and 
empowered to act in all cases as guardian and custodier of the 
peace and quiet of the city, and he is hereby vested with all the 
powers necessary therefor. 

Sec. 4 Be it further enacted, That so far as relates to the 
town of Victoria, no person shall be allowed to vote for, or be 
eligible to fill any office im said council, who shall not be at the 
time of the election, the owner of real estate, or actually pay- 
ing nent within the incorporated limits of said town, and whe 
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shall not have resided therein six n donths previous to the clec 
tion: Provided, That the Mayor arid a majority of the Alder 
men, shall be bona fide owners of re: al estate within said limits, 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, 'Thatall elections heretefore 
held for member of the Council of’ said town, and. which were 
not held on the day specificd in th’e fourth section of the above 
recited act,are hereby declared ‘aull and void, and the chief 
justice of the county of Victoria sh all immediately upon the pro- 
mulgation of this act, order an elec tion for Mayor and Aldermen 
for the aforesaid town, for the bala mce of the year, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-eight. 

Src. @ . Be it further enacted, That so much of an act en- 
titled “an act to incorporate the’ town of Brazoria and other 
towns therein named,” as relates to San Patricio, is hereby re- 
pealed, and the town of San Patricio shall be incorporating un- 
der the provisions of this act, and shall be entitled to the same 
privileges, and subject to the sisme restrictions as the town of 
Victoria. 

Suc. 7. Be it further enacted, That so much of an act pass- 
ed the 14th day of December, one thousand cight hundred and 
thirty-seven, incorporating the city of San Antonio and other 
towns, as conflicts with this act, is hereby repealed. That the 
town of Franklin, in Robertsoa county, and the town of Refu- 
gio, be incorporated under the same regulations as prescribed in 
. this act incorporating the town: of Victoria. Thatso much of 
an act approved December the twenty-ninth, one thous- 
and eight hundred and thirty-seven, entitled “an act to incorpor- 
ate the city of Houston and other towns therein named,” that re- 
fers to the town of Refugio, be and the same is hereby repeale/. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 
Approved, May 24th, 1878. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 


For the relief of Robert Hodge. 


Whereas, it appears that a mistake has occurred in the land 
office, whereby it appears that the following described tracts of 
land lying back of leagues number one, two and three east of San 
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Benards, was by mistake .granted to John Hodge on the four- 
teenth day of June, eightei:n hundred and thirty-one, which was 
intended for-and should have been Robert Hodge: Therefore, 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled; That the Com- 
_ missioner of the General Land Office be, and he is hereby author- 
-ized and required to correct the aforesaid mistake in the records 
of his office by changing the name of John Hodge to that of Ro- 
bort Hodge, both on the original grant, and the copy of the same 
now in the possession of tlie aforesaid Robert Hodge. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 


Approved, May 19th, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 
For the benefit of John R. Foster. 


Be it enacted by the Serate and House of Representatives of 
the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled; That the first 
auditor of public accounts be, and he is hereby required to aud- 
- it and allow the claimof John R- Foster for personal services in 
the army of ‘Texas, from the eighth of October, eighteen hun- 
. dred and thirty-five, to the fourteenth of February, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-six, and the Secretary of War is hereby author- 
ized to issue to said Foster a certificate to bounty land correspond- 
ing with said term of service. | 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 


- Approved, May 24th, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 
To provide for selilement of deceased Soldiers Estates. 


Sec. I. Be it enacted by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That 
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all persons who have, or may hereafter administer upon the es- 
tate of deceased soldiers or officers, shall before the auditor is 
allowed to audit the claims, or the secretary of War, or 
board of land commissioners of any lcounty be authorised to 
‘ grant bounty warrants or land certificates, enter into bond with 
approved security as the court may direct, for the faithful per- 
formance of the duties of such administration, a copy of which 
bond and all the proceedings in such cause duly certified under 
the hand and seal of the chief justicdof such county shall be 
returned to the secretary of war. 

Seco % Be it further enacted, That hereafter no titles 
of administration shall be granted nor ony further action be had - 
under those that have already been gronted until publication of 
such letters of administration shall have been made at least six- 
ty days,in one of the public Cazetts, published at the seat of 
government» 

Sec. & Beit further enacted, That no sale of any of 
the effects of any deceased soldier or officer shall be made un- 
less by order of the court granting letters of administration, ap- 
proved by the secretary of war and pablished in some newspa- 
per sixty days, and all sales made contrary to the provisions of 
this section, (unless by heirs of full age,) shall be entirely mull 
and voids 

Soco 4 Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of all administrators, on the estate af deceased soldiers to re- 
turn to the court granting letters, within ninety days am ine: 
ventory of all the effects of* suchdeceased soldier and an- 
nually at the probate court in January of cach year to make re- 
turn of all his proceedings unless by special leave of the court 
longer time be granted, a copy of which said inventory and re- 
turns shall be immediately transmitted to the secretary of war. 

Suc. 5. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the secretary of war, once in every three months to publish 
in some public Gazette, the names of all administrators (and om 
whose estates) that may be returned to him. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of tho House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of Senate. 


Approved, 18th May, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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_AN ACT 


Providing for the location of Land Scrip, issued by an ast of con- 
gress, dated the Gth day of December 1836, and jor redeeming 
LRG SOME s p 


Seo. l. Beit enacted by the senate and house of repro- 
sentatives of the republic of Texas im congress assembled, ‘That 
from and after the first, thursday of August next all deputy sure 
veyois be, and they are hereby authorized and directed upon 
the application of any holder or holders of land scrip under the 
before recited act to survey at the expense of this government 
.asuficient quantity of the vacant lend of the public domain 
within their respective sections, when said vacant lands shall be 
pointed out to them, to satisfy such legal claims of all holders 
of land scrip sold by ‘this government agreeably to law in all 
respects. 

Sec 2% Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of such deputy surveyors to make returns of all such surveys to 
the county surveyor of his respective county. 

Sec. æ Be it further enacted, That the secretary of the 
treasury be and he is hereby authorized and required to pay af- 
ter the same shall be audited the drafts of the respective coun- 

-ty surveyors, for such work of his deputies at the rate of three 
dollars per lineal English mile actually run, as well as three dol- 
Jars for examination and returning said surveys by the county 
SUFVeYOr. 

Saco- 4. Beit further enacted, That hereafter it: shall 
and may be lawful for the bona fide holder of any land scrip, 
to present the same to the commissioner for funding the public 
debt which said commissioner shall fund the same at the rate of 
fifty cents per acre, and grant certificates of stock therefore. 

Sec. 3 And be it further enacted, That the thirty-se- 
venth section of the present Land Law be and the same is here- 


by repealed. 


JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker ef the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the Sanate. 


~ Approved, 18th May, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 
Jithorntztng tke payment of the interest of the Funded Debi. 


Soco 1, Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repres 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, Thag 
the Sceretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby required to 
pay the interest accruing on the funded debt at the time it is 
made payable by law, and a sufficient amount of the promisso- 
Fy notes of the Government to meet the object is hereby appro- 
piiated for that special purpose. 

Soco & Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby required to pay the interest onall 
other debts against the Government, which by law bear inter- 
est, and that the same be paid semi-annually ia the promissory 
notes of the Government, a sufficicmt amount of which is hereby 
specially appropriated for that purpese. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Reprosentativos. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


Appraved, May 16th, 1838. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief of Jo We anrine 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
republic of Texas, in Congress assembled; That the auditor be, 
and he is hereby required to audit the accounts of J. W. Fannin, 
as approved by the Secretary of War, for eight hundred and 
twenty-six dollars and fifty cents. 

; ` JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of tho Senate. 
Approved, May 20th, 18388. 
` SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
For the relief of Fo Nebiino 
Whereas, F> Neblin acted as assistant commissary general 
for the army during the spring and summer of eighteen hundred 
and thirty-six, and whereas at that time the commissary departa 
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ment was in a state Of disorganization for the want of proper 
enactments, and whereas the said Neblin as appears fred: res 
ceipts of various officers has discharged his duty faithfully, there: 
fore is 
Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, ‘That the quar: 
ter master general under the inspection of the secretary of war; 
be authorized to settle with F. Neblin assstant commissary gens 
eral upon such terms as he may consider just atid equitable. 
- JOSEPH. ROWE, i 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate: 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION i 
In favor of the Oficers and Crews of the schooners of wars inoin- 
cible and Brutus. 

Be it resolved by the senate and house of represeñtatiyesg 
ofthe republic of Texas, in congress assembled, ‘That the secre- 
tary of the treasury be, and he is hereby authorized to pay out of 
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated: to the ofits 
cers and the crews of the schooners of war, Invincible and Bru- 
tus, or their legal representatives, one half of the avails of the 
prizes made by said vessels on their last cruise, which have been 
legally condemned, according to their respective share as estab- 
lished by law. 


Approved, 2lst May, 1888; 
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JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the Honse of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the Senate. 
Approved 23d May, 1838. 
SAM. MOUSTON: 
AN ACT 
Appointing Pilatss 
Suc. l. Be it enacted by the senate and hotse of reptes 
sentatives of the republic of Texas in congress assembled; That 
from and after the passage of this act, it shall be lawful for the 
several collectors of the ports throughout this republic to aps 
point and controll pilots of their respective ports, inspect the 
boats &co; appertaining and belonging totne said pilots and used 
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by them in the discharge of their ducies as pilots, amd be im eve- 
ry way responsible to this government, forthe good conduct ang 
management of the aforesaid pilots. : 

Ste 2- Beit further enacted, That all pilots who have 
been appointed, by law, previous to the passage of this act, their 
appointments shall be submitted to the different collectors as 
above for their ratification. | 

Suc. 2o Beit further enacted, That any person who shall 
be appointed as a pilot, shall enterinto bonds with two or more 
securities, payable in the sum of five thousand dollars to the col- 
lector of the port for which he obtains license as pilot, for the 
faithful performance of his duties and his good conduct abd also 
binding him to keep always good and sufficient boats for his use. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Reprosentatives. 

S. H. EVERITT, 

President pro tem. of the Senate. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


Approvod, 23d May, 1838. 


AN ACT 
To A for the foreclosing of Mortgages on real and personal 
LSbALES 

Suc. I. Be it enacted by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That 
from and after the passage of this act, the method of foreclosing 
mortgages on land shall be as follows: any person entitled to 
foreclose a mortgage on land, or his or their attorney shall peti- 
tion the district court of the county where such land ora part 
thereof is situated, stating the case, and the amount of his or her 
demand, describing the property mortgaged, and the court shalll 
grant as rule, that the principal, interest and costs, shall be paid 
into the court on or before the first day of the next succeeding 
term of such court, which rule shall be served upon the defen- 
dant at least ninety days before the time of payment, if the par- 
ty defendant be a resident of the republic; if not, it shall be pub- 
lished at least one month in some public gazette, and unless the 
priczipal, interest and costs be paid, the court shall proceed to 
give judement for the amount which may be due on such mort- 
gage, and order the property mortgaged to be sold to the high- 
ect and best bidder, after the same shall have been advertised 
thirty days in some public gazette, and the money paid over te 


1s 


a 


the mortgagee or his attorneys but when there shall be amy sur- 
plus, the same shall be paid to the mortgager or his agent, and 
in case of any dispute as te the amount due om any mortgage, 
if the mortgager shail appear at any time within the time pre- 
scribed by this act, before judgment shall be given, and make 
affidavit of such facts, the court shall order a trial of the facts 
‘before a jury as in other cases. l 

Sec. 2 And be it further enacted, That all mortgages 
on negroes and other personal property shall be foreclosed in 
the following manner: Any person or persons holding a mort- 
gage on personal property, and wishing to foreclose the same 
shall make application to the chief justice of the county, and 
make affidavit before him of the amount of principal and inter- 
est due thereon, which aliidavit shall be annexed to such mort- 
gage, and thereupon the clerk of the county court shail issue 
execution as in cases of judgment, which execution being deliv- 
ered to the sheriffshall be levied upon the mortgaged property, 
after being advertised for at least sixty days in some public go- 
zatte; shall be setup and sold to the highest bidders provided 
always, that if any disputes should arise as to the amount due on 
such mortgage, the chief justice of the county court shall order 
the sale to be postponed upon the defendant’s entering into bond 
and security in double the amount of the mortgage, for the de- 
livery to the sheriff of the property so Jevied upon; and the 
same shall be delivered to, and triable at the next term of the 
court, as IN other cases. 

Sec. ð And beit further enacted, That all morgages 
upon real estate shall upon the usual proof be recorded in the 
county where the land is situated, within ninety days from the 
passage of this act, or from the date of the execution of such 
mortgage, and upon personal property in the county where the 
mortgager lives. No mortgage shall take lien upon property 
mortgaged unless so recorded. 

JOSEPH ROWE; 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


. President of the Senate 
Approved, May, 15, 1838. l 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 


To incorporate the Brazos and Galocsivn Rail Roed Componys | 
Suc. 1, Be it enacted by the Senats and Mouse of Representatives of 
ihe Republic of Texas, ix Congress asesmbled, That a Company be in- 
corporated under the name and style of the Brazos and Galveston 
Rail Road Company, under the rules and regulations hereinafter 
mentioned; and under this title may transfer their rights by succese 
sion or assignment, and shall be persons in law, capable of suing and 
being sued, pleading and being impleaded, answering and being an- 
swered unto, defending and being defended in all Courts and places 
whatsoever; and that they and their suceessors may have a common* 
seal, and may change and alter the same at pleasure; and also, that 
they and their successors by the same name and style, shall be iu law, 
capable of holding, purchasing and conveying any estate, real, per- 
sonal or mixed, for the use of said corporation, and doing and perform- 
ing all things which are necessary and common for Companies of a 
similar nature to do, not contraryto the provisions of this Charter, as 
hereinafter enacted or to the Constitution of this Republic. 

Suc. 2. Be it further enucted, That the said Company shall have 
the right to make Turnpikesand Rail Roads from the main. channel of 
Galveston Bay to the Brazos River. l 

Suc. 8. Be it further enacted, That the capital stock of said Com- 
pany shall be five hundred thousand dollars, and be divided into five 
thousand shares of one hundred dollars each. 

Sze. 4. Beit further enacted, That the management of the affairs 
of saia Company shallbe conducted by a béard of five Directors; each of 
whom shall own at least fifty shares of the Capital Stock of the said: 
Company, and three of said Directors shall form a quoram- to do and: 
perform all the business necessary to the successful operation. of said 
improvements; that the majority of the said Directors shall appoint a: 
President from one of their number, and, fill such vacancies as may 
from time to time take place, from death, resignation or otherwise.— 
That after-the election mentioned in Section eighth of this Act, all em- 
suing elections for Directors shall be held annually at the Village of 
Austinia, on the first Monday of June of each year, and in case'of fail- 
ure to elect on the day fixed by this Act, the Corporation shall not be 
dissolved for that cause, but the President and Directors for the time 
being, shall continue in office until there shall be an election, and:that 
the Stockholders shall have one vote for each Share that they own and 
and may vote by Attorney. 7 

Sec. 5. Be ù further enacted, That on. application for shares, 
the sum of Twenty Dollars for each share applied for shall be deposit- 
ed with the Commissioners, and the ballance shall be paid at such times 
and upon such terms as the President and Directors mey designate: 
Provided, that not more than ten dollars on each shave shall be called 
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for cta time,.cad also Provided, that publi¢ notice in a Newspaper pube 
lished at the Seat of Government, be given for sixty davs, and im case 
that any of the Stock Molders neglect to pay any of the instalments af- 
ter heing thus advised, at the expiration of said term, the Shares, as 
also the first or subsequent iastalments which may have been paid shail 
.be forfeited for the benefit of the Company, and a new subscription 
may ‘be opened to cover any deficit occasioned by said Shares. 

. Sec. 6 Be w further enacted, That the President and Direc- 
org of the said Company, shall prescribe the form wo. certificates of 
shares of stock and tue manner of transferring such certificates; but 
the transfer shall be made in a book to be kept for the purpose by said 


Company at their place of doine business, which transfer shall be male 
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in the presence of, and attested by, either the president or secretary of 
said Company and a transfer may be made by such slare-holders in 
person, or by ‘his, her or their agent; the power’ of attorney to such 
agent to be duly proved and certified, and lodged with the Presicent 
or Secretary of said Company, provided, that no transfer shall be al- 
lowed to be made on the transfer book, except it be done at least ff- 
seen days previous, or five days after the day of election for Direc- 
tors as appointed im section fourth of this act. ° 

Sec. 7 bet further enacted, That books for the subscription 
of the capital stock of said Company, shall be opened as follows; vizs 
at the city of Hlouston for two thousand shares of said stock, under 
the superintendance of W. G. Cooke and Asa Brigham; at the Village 
of Austinia for fifteen hundred shares, and under the superintendence 
of James F. Perry and George L. Hammeken; at the town of Brazo- 
ria, for fifteen hundred shares, under the superintendence of Edmund 
Andrews and Frederick A. Sawyer, and shall remain open until at least 
one thousand shares are subscribed for, at which time doe returns of 
all the subscriptions shall be made to the Commissioners at Austinia. 

Suc. 8. Bett further enacted, That whenever one thousand 
shares of said stock shall have been taken, the Commissioners shall 
give thirty days notice, in one or more newspapers published at the 
seat of Government of this republic, that the number of shares re- 
quired by the act of incorporation to organize the Company haye been 
subscribed, and that an election will be held at Austinia, or at such 
place as the Commissioners may determine, to choose by a majority of 
the votes of the subscribers, by ballot, to be delivered in-person or by 
proxy, duly authorized, five Directors, a Treasurer, and such other of- 
ficers as they may think necessary to conduct the business of said 
Company for one year, or until other such officers shall be elected. 

Sac. 9. Bev further enacted, That when the Company shall 
be duly organized in conformity with sections four and eight, of this 
act, the President and Directors shall have full power to borrow mon- 
ey upon the faith of this charter, to accomplish the object of the pre- 
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sent act, and may hypothecate the stock or other property, real or 
personel, and issue certificates for the peyment of the same, and olso 
to do and perform as Directors of said Company every thing nocessa- 
ry and proper to carry it into compote operation. 

Suc. 10. Be x further enacted, That the President and Direc- 
tors, with such surveyors, engineers, artists, and chain carriers as they 
may think necessary, are hereby authorized to enter in and upon the 
land and enclosures, and public roads and highways, in, through and 
over which the said intended turnpikes or rail roads, may be thought 
proper to pass, and to examine and survey the ground, most proper 
for the purpose; andalso that the said President and Directors shall 
hove the right to survey, lay out, and make their roads, through any 
improved or unimproved lands, on the most eligible rout, and should 
the said Company or theiragents not be able to make arrangements 
with the owner or owners of the said land through which it may be 
necessary to run said improvements, er should said owner or owners, 
not be capable of contracting, or be absent or unknown,, the compa- 
ny may petition the judge of the county in which said land is situated, 
giving a description of the lands which they deem necessary and in- 
dispensable for their operations, with the names of the proprietors, if 
they can be ascertained and the said judge shall then summon a jury 
of six treeholders, not interested in the Company, who shall make a 
report of the value of the land so required, nnd upon the payment 
thereof by the Company, either to the owner, or to the Treasurer of 
the county, a goodand bona fide title shall be granted by the judge, 
a copy of which shall be recorded in the recorders office of the coun- 
ty where the land is situated, provided, thut the land so required shall 
not exceed fifty yards in width. 

Sec. ll. Be & further enacted, That should said Company 
wish to occupy any portion of the public lands by their improvements, 
they shall have a right to take possession of, and pay to the govern- 
ment the minimum price of such lands, provided, that the land so 
required shall not exceed fifty yard in width. 

Sec. 12, Be dé further enacted, Thatifany person whatsoever 
shall wilfully, by any means whatever, injure, molest or destroy, any 
part of the turnpikes or rail roads, constructed by said Company un- 
der this act, or any of their works, buildings, fixtures, or machines, or 
other property, such person or persons so offending shall each of them 
be liable for all damages occasioned thereby, and within any time 
within twelve months after such offence shall have been committed, 
and upon conviction, be punished by a fine not exceeding ten thou- 
sand dollars, or imprisonment not exceeding twelve months, or both, 
at the diserction of the court. 

Sac. 13. Be it further enacted, That the said Company may 
establish on their different routs, and make use of all kinds of boats, 
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vehicles, wagons or carriages of any mature whotsoover, for the 
popore of transportation; that se seon os the work is completed, tue 
Managers or Directors thereof, shall report to congress who shal 
have the sole power of regulating the rates of tolls for passing said 
rail-way, and all government stores, arms ammunition, and men. that 
the government may Gnd it necessary to pass over said road, shail be 
transported free of toil or other charge. 

Sec. 14. Be & further enacted, that the said Company may 
ooustrnet bridges and make such improvements in the different Baye, 
Rivers, Bayous, Creeks, &c., as may be deemed expedient by them 
or their agents, provided, that said bridges do not in any way ob- 
struct the navigations of the aforesaid rivers. 

Sec. 15. Be tt further enacted, That in the event, thatten miles 
of the aforesaid Turapikes or Rail Roads shall not be eompleted with- 
in four years from and after the passage of this aet, the lands speci- 
fied in sections ten and eleven, shall revert te the original proprietors; 
ithe money paid by the Company shall be retained by the said proprie- 
vors, as an indemnification for the occupaney of the samey and the 
said charter shall be forfeited, and forever thereafter be null and veid. 

Seo. 16. Bet further enacted, That this act shall net be £9 
contrued as to permit of banking privileges in any form whatever. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatices. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the senate. 
Approved, 24th May, 1838. g 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT ; 
To incorporate the Caney Navigation Company. 
Sec. |. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep 
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resentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, 
That there shall be established a company under the name and 
style of the “Caney Navigation Company” with a capital 
stock of fifty thousand dollars to be divided into shares ot 
one hundred dollars each, for the purpose of clearing cut 
2 channel, and making navigable for steam boats, or other 
craft, the creek or river Caney, and for connecting the said 
creek or river by canals or other means of intercommunication 
with the head of Matagorda Bay, Cedar Lake, and with the 
Colorado river, and for deepening the channel at the mouth of 
said. creek or river, | 

Seco 2. And be it further éhacied; That books. shall be 
opened on the first Monday of July next, to receive subserip- 
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tions to the capital stock of said company at the following plac: 
es, to wits atthe town of Matagorda and Manhattan, and at 
the house of Ro He Williams, on Caney, under the superiatend: 
ence of three commissioners at each pikice; viz: at the town of 
Matagorda, Silas Dinsmore, John Duncan, and S. Mussina: at 
the town of Manhattan, J. E. Piclds, A. Eo Wightman, and 
Womeas Cayce: and at the house of Ro W. Williams, T. Jamis 
SON, Leo El. Wilktaras and Wm. H. Jack. - 

Sze & Andit be further enacted, ‘That tne subscribers 
to said compan, their successors and assigns, shall be, and are 
hereby created a corporation, under the name and style of the 
“Caney Navigation Company,” with similar powers and privile- 
gca, andsubject to similar rules and regulations as are given and 
preserihed to the Colorado Navigation Company, by an act enti- 
tled an act to incorporate the Colorado Navigation Company, aps 
proved December 14th, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven: proc 
videl; that the town of Manhattan, at the mouth of Cancy 
shall be substituted in this act for the town of Matagorda, in 
the act above referred to, in all instances where it oceurs in 
gaid act, exe>pt in the one referred to in second section of this 


Act, 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the louse of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU Bo LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. | 
Approved, May 11, 1838. SAM. HOUSTON. 


RESOLUTION 
Lor repairing the President's House, and purchasing Furniture. 

Be it enacted by the senate and hause of representatives of 
the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the sum of 
three thousand dollars of the promissory notes of this govern- 
ment be and the same is hereby appropriated to complete the 
repairs and purchase furniture for the president’s house, and 
that the said sum be expended under the direction of his exçel- 
JGNCYo 


JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the senate 


Appraved, Lith May, 1838. re 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 


Supplementary to a joint resolution, for the relief of Jolm J. Linis 
fipproaed December 10, 1537. 

Resolved, by the senate and heuse of representatives of 

the republic of ‘Texas in congress assembled, That the amount 
authorized to be paid to John J. Lina, by è joint resolution, ape 
proved December the eighteenth, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
seven, be paid to Linn in the promissory notes of this governe 


mento ` 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker 6f the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
. President of the Senates 
Approved, May 35th; 1838. SAM: HOUSTON. 
AN ACT. 


To ard an ci crttitled an act establishiig the Distric Courts 

Suc. le Be it enactéd by the Senate and Meuse of Repre 
bentatives of the Republic of Wexas in Congress «ssembled, 
That there shall be a new judicial district established to We 
called the fifth judicial district. 

Section 2% Be it further enacted, That the District 
Courts shall be holden in the county of Sas Augustine, on tad 
first Mondays in March and September, and may contitize three 
weeks: In the county of Sabine on the fourth Mondays ii 
March aid September, avd miay continue six days: In the 
county of Jasper, on the first Mondays after the fourth Moris 
days in March and Septembet, and miay continue tw weeks; 
In the county of Jefferson, on the third Mondays after tlie fourth 
Mondays in March and September, and may continiie ong 
week In the county of Liberty, on the fourth Mondays afte: 
the fourth Mondays in March and September, dnd may continus 
two weeks; In the county of Galveston, on the sixth Mondays 
after the fourth Mondays in March did Septeniber and may 
continue until the brsiness is disposed of: oar 

Szc. 3. Be it further enacted, That the gecdtid jadicial 
district shall be cdmposed of the cotiniies of Brazoria; Fort 
Bend, Harrisburg, Austin, Coloradé and Matagorda The 
District Courts shall be holdén in the county of Brazoria, ät the 
town of Brazoria, on the first Mondays in Marth and October; 
ard may continúe three weeks. In the county of Matayorda; 
on the fourth Mondays ta March and Ovrtobers and may cia: 
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tinue two weeks. im the county of Colorada, on the second 
Mondays after the fourth Mondays in March and Oxtober, and: 
may continue one week. In the county of Austin, on the third! 
Mondays after the fourth Mondays in March and October, and. 
may continue one week. In the county of Fort Bend, on ‘the: 
fourth Mondays of the fourth Mondays in Match and October, 
and may continue one week. And in the county of Harrisburg 
“on the fifth Mondays after the fourth Mondays in March and 
aus and may continue until the business shall’ be disposed . 
“Ole oo. 

Sue 4. Beit further enacted, That the third judicial dis-- 
trict shall be composed of the counties of Washington, Montgom- 
ery, Robertson, Milam, Bastrop and Fayette. The courts shall. 
be holden ia the county of Washington, on the second Monday 
in March and September, and may continue two weeks: In the. 
county of Montgomery, on the fourth Monday in March and 
September, and may continue six days: In the county of Robert-. 
son on the first Mondays after the fourth Mondays in March and 
September, and may continue six days: In the county of Milam, 
on the second Mondays after the fourth Mondaysin March and 
September, and may continue six days: In the county of Bays 
ette, on the fourth Mondays after the fouath Mondays in March 
and September, and may continue six days: In the county of 
Bastrop, on the fifth Mondays after the fourth Mondays in March 
and September, and may continue two weeks. 

Sre. 5. Be it further enacted, that the fourth judicial dis- 
trict, shall be composed of the counties of Gonzales, Jacksons, 
Victoria, Goliad, Refugio, San Patrico and Bexar. ‘The courts 
shail be holden in the county of Gonzales, om the first Mon- 
day in March and September, and may continue six days, Im 
the county of Jackson on the second Mondays in March and 
Septemher, and may continue six days: In the county of Victo- 
via on the third Mondaysin Marchand September, and may con- 
tinue six days: Im the county of Goliad, on the fourth Mondays 
in March and September, and may continue six days: In the 
county of Refugio, on the first Mondays after the fourth Mon- 
daysin March and September, and may continue six days: In 
the county of San Patrice, on the second Mondays after the fourth 
Mcndaysin March and September, and may continue six days: 
In the county of Bexar on the third Mondays after the fourth 
Mondays in March and September, and may continue until all 
the business is finished. ə 
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Sec. G- Be it further enacted, That the fifth judicial dis- 
trict, shall be composed of the coumties of Houston, Nacogdo- 
ches, Shelby, Red River and Fanain. The court shall be hold- 
en in the county of Houston, on the first Mondays in April and 
October, and may continue six days: In the county of Nacogdo- 
ches on the second Monday in April and October, and may 
continue three weeks: In the county of Shelby on the first Mon- 
days after the fourth Mondays ‘im April and October, and may 
continue two woeks: In the county of Red River, on the third 
Mondays after the fourth Mondays im April and October, and 
may continue two weeks. 

Suc. 7 Be it further enacted, That the supreme court 
shall be holden, at the seat of Government, on the second Mon- 
day in January of each year, and may continue in session until 
the business before it is finished. > 

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That the alternation of 
the District Judges, as now provided for shall from and after the: 
passage of this act, be, and the same is hereby repealed: And 
the judges shall only be required, to alternate in case of the ine- 
terest of either of the judges, in amy suit in his circuit, when 
such alternation shall be had by them in such manner, as to suit 
the wishes, and coavenience of the judges. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
President of the Senate. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


Approved, May 24th, 1838. 


AN ACT 


To authorize the president to re-issue the promissory notes of the got- 
ernment, as they return into the treasury, and making special ap- 
propriaizons. 

Sec. l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, 
That the president be, and he is hereby authorized and requir 
ed to have re-issued and continue to have re-issued the promis- 
sory notes of the government as they retura into the treasury, 
until the appropriations hereafter specified im this act, shall be 
met and discharged; as also all other special appropriations 
which have been or may be made by this congress. 2 

Secs % Deit further enacted, That the amount of one 
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hundred and fifty thousand dollars ofthe promissory notes of the 
government be, and the same is hereby especially appropriated 
for the payment of the civil list claims against the governmen 

Sic 3 Be it further enacted, That the amount of two 
hundred thousand dollars of the promissory notes of the govern- 
ment be and the same is hereby especially appropriated for th 
payment of Military claims against the government for personal 
services rendered: provided, the claims are in the hands of the 
original holders or their heirs. 

Sec. 4. Beit further enacted, That the amount of one 
hundred thousand dollars of the promissory notes of the govern- 
ment be, and the same is hereby especially appropriated for the 
payment ofthe naval claims against the government for personal 
services; provided, the claims are in the hands of the original 
holders or their heirs. 

Sec. 5.'Be itfurther enacted; That the holder or holders of 
any claims contemplated in the third and fourth sections of this 
act, shall before the payment thereof, be required to take the 
oath specified in the act entitled “an act to pay the officers and 
soldiers of the army and navy.” approved December 14th, 1837, 
which oath may be taken before any person duly authorized to 
administer an oath. _ - 

Sec. 6. Beit further enacted, That if in the opinion of 
the president the situation of the republic shall be such as to re- 
quire a greater issue of the promissory notes of this government 
than has already been issued he is hereby authorized to increase 
the amount of issues to an amount not exceeding one million 
of dollars. 

Sec. 7% Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the treasurer to publish monthly extracts from his books; 
showing the amounts received and the amounts paid out, ¢ ta 
ting specially to whom paid and on what claims. 
JOSEPH ROWE; 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate 


SAM. HOUSTON: 
JA JOINT RESOLUTON. 


For the benefit of William Kuykendall: 
Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the 


Approved, 18th May, 1838. 


22 


republic of Texasin congress assembled, That the auditor of 
public accounts is hereby required to audit and allow the claim 
of William Kuykendall for two hundred and five dollars for a 
horse and corn furnished the army of Texas. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Represenictives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 


Approved 24th May, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. z 


i AN ACT .- 
Establishing a mail route from Galveston to Matagorda and Tex- 
ANA 
Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the ac- 
ting post master gencral of this republic be and he is hereby au- 
thorized and required to establish a mail route fram the city of 
Galveston to the towns of Matagorda and Texana, by the way 
of Velasco and Quintana and contract immediately for the 
transportation of the mail over said route once in every two 
weeks, 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 


President pro tem. of the Senate. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Appropriating five hundred dollars for purchasing a set of Astronome 
ical Instruments. 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of ‘Texas in congress assembled, That the sum of five 
hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated out of 
the promissory notes of the government of Texas, to be expen- 
ded under the direction of the secretary of state, for the pur- 
pose of purchasing a set of astronomical instruments for the use 
of the republic. 


Approved, 23d May, 1838. 


SOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 
Approved, 17th May, 1838, 
SAM. HOUSTON, 
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AN ACT 
For the denefit of P. Se Wyatt. 

Be it chacted by the senate and house of representatives of 
the republic of Texas in congress assembled, ‘That the sum of 
twelve hundred dollars be and the same ishereby allowed to P. 
S. Wyatt to be paid out of the promissory nntes of this govern- 
ment for fifty stand of arms and monies expended by him in bring- 
ing a company of volunteers to Texas, in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-five. provided, that six hundred dollars of the above 
appropriation shall be reserved by the treasurer of this republic, 
until a similar demand shall be made by the government of the 
state of Alabama on P. Se Wyatt, this proviso being made at 


the request oR. Se Wyatt. 
2 JOSEPH ROWE, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
(MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


Approved, 24th May, 1838, 


AN ACT 
Repealing the Tih section of an act organizing Inferior Courts. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
of the Republic of ‘Texas in congress assembled, That so much 
of the thirty seventh section of an act entitied an act organi-. 
zing the inferior courts; and defining the powers and jurisdic- 
tion of the same, as requires recording before the first of April, 
eighteen hundred and thirty eight, approved twentieth Decem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, be and the same is hereby 


repealed. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


Approved, lOth May, 1838. 


AN ACT 
Establishing the County of Galveston. 

Szc. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That 
a new county to be called the county of Galveston, be and the 
same ishereby established within the following Limits, yiz3. Em- 
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bracing the cntire island of Galveston, and the waters and islando 
of the bay adjacent thereto, including Deer Islands anu that of 
San Luis, together with parts of be mainland of Brazoria and Lib- 
crty counties, nearest the bay aforesaid beginning at the mouth 
of Highland bayou, and running up the same to its source, thence 
due north to the present line between the counties of Harris- 
burg and Brazoria, thence east with said line to the mouth to 
Clear creek; thence with the bay of Galveston to Davis’ Point 
(or Red Fish bar) thence with Red Fish bar across the bay of 
Potter’s point, thence along the margin of East bay including 
the same by the western boundary of Zavala’s colony, thence 
due south to the Gulf of Mexico, themce with the coast of the 
Gulf to the beginning. 

I Sse. 2 Be it furtherenacted, That the seat of justice for 
the said county of Galveston shall‘be fixed at the city of Gal 
vestan until otherwise directed according to law. 

__ Sec. 3 Be it further enacted, That the chief justice for 
said county shall at some early day order an election to be held 
at the city of Galveston for choosing the several officers required 
-n Organizing a new county 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That the said county of 
Galveston shall be attached to and form part of the Senatorial 
district of Harrisburg and Liberty, and to the second judicial 
district. The district courts for said county shall be held on the 
last Mondaysin April and October of each year, and the county 
courts of said county shall be held on the third Mondays in Jan- 
uaryy April, July and October of each year. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 


SAM. HOUSTON, 
AN ACT. 


For the relief of 4. C. Horton. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the Sec- 
retary of the Navy be, and he is hereby authorized and directed 
to allow A. C. Horton, at the rate of three hundred and fifty dol- 
lars per month for his services as Navy Agent from the twenty 
third day of December, one thousand eight hundred and thirty» 
seven, to the time of his return; and that the same shall be des 


\ ° 


Approved, May 15th, 1838. 
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dueted out of the cims now held by the Government against 
gaid Hortons 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 
Approved, Mav 24th, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 

To authorize the President to raise a Corps of Cavalry. 

Seco |. “Be it enacted by the senate and house of repres 
sentatives of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That 
the president be, and he is hereby autherized and required to 
raise a corps of regular cavalry, not exceeding two hundred and 
eighty rank and file, to be enlisted fora term not less than one, 
nor more than three years, as he may deem suitable, for the pur- 
pose of protecting the south western frontier. 

Sec. 2 Be it further enacted, ‘That said corps shall, at 
no time, be quartered within fiftecn miles of any town. 

Sec. 3 Beit further enacted, That for the purpose of 
enabling the president to carry this act into effect, the sum of 
fifty thousand dollars of the promissory notes of this government 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of the 
first monies that may be paid into the treasury. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 
Approved, May 15th, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
AN ACT 
Providing for the Punishment of Offences in the Depopulated 
Counties. 

Sec. le Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That 
in cases of offences committed in cither of the counties of San 
Patricio, Victoria, Goliad and Refugio it shall be the daty of the 
Sheriff of the county in which such offence shall have been com- 
mitted, upon the order of the Chicf Justice of said county to 
transport the offender or offenders to the nearest county where 
the district courts are regularly organized and held, for trial. 
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Secs L Be it further enacted, That all formalities and 
proceedings on the said trial shall pe conducted in the same man- 
ner as if the offence had been committed in the county where 
the trial is held. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That when one or more 
persons are thus transported to any county for trial a special 
court may be called in the same manner as if the offences had 
been there committed. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That all judgments render- 
ed in the cases above referred to shall be executed in the county 
where the trial is held. 

Sec. 5. Beit further enacted, That this act shall cease 
its operations in each of the above named counties whenever a 
district court shall be regularly organized, and held in the same 
respectively. i 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 

Approved, May 23, 1838. 

SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the relief Aaron Colvil. l 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the Auditor 
of Public Accounts be, and heis hereby authorized and required 
to audit the claim of Aaron Colvil, for the sum of seventy-five 
dollars. 


JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
: l President of the Senate. 
Approved, May 23, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
AN ACT 
To prokibit the Bonding of Duties. 
Whereas, the 5th section of an act, entitled “an Act to 
tò raise the public revenue by Impost Duties,” authorizes the 
Importer; Factor or Consignee, to give bond forthe payment 
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of the dutics on their Importations, in instalments, o 
to the amount of duties, which act was approved om the R24 
day of June 1837. 
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Sze. le Beit therefore enacted by the Senate and House 
Af Representatives of the Republic of Texas, in Congress assem- 
bled, That from and after the first day of June next, so much 
of the aforesaid act as relates to the bouding of duties as afore- 
said, shall be and the same is hereby repealed. 

Ssc. 2 Deit further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the collectors of the different ports in this Republic, where 
any articles subject to duty may be imported, to hold the same 
in his custody until the duties are paid, according to tke true in- 
tent and meaning of this act. 

Suc. 3 Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and heis hereby required to give publicity to this 
act as soon as practicable, and that the different collectors of 
this Republic be informed through the proper channel of the 
existence of this law as soon as practicable; and in case of neg- 
lect to pay the duties by the importer, within ten days, the col- 
lector shall proceed to sell the goods at auction, or a suficient 
amount thereof to pay the duties, after giving ten days notice 
of such sale, and shall sell accordingly unless payment be made. 

Sec. 4 Be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful 
for any collector of the customs to recieve, cither directly or ine 
directly, in payment of duties, any monies except the Promisury 
Notes of the Government, or gold and silver, and any person 
offending against the provisions of this act; shall be dismissed: 
from office, and upon conviction fined in a sum not less than one 
thousand, nor more than five thousand dollars for each offence. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 
AN ACT 


Ippointing Commissioners to view and mark out a Road from Bas- 
trop to Red River. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa'ives of 
the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled; That R. B. Craft, 
William Barton,and Captain Lynch, be, and they are hereby ap- 
pointed Commissionersto view and mark out a Road from Bastrop, 
on the Colorado River, to the ‘Trinity River, at or near the upper 
Three Forks, and that Baily English, Robert Sloan and Levi M. 


Approved, May 9, 1838. 
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Rice be smd they are horeby appointed Commissioners to view 
and mark out a road from the point on Trinity, at or near the 
upper Three Forks thereof, so as to intersect the road marked 
out from that point to Bastrop, on the Colorado River, to some 
point on Red River, not below the Spanish Blufi, nor above 
the Cross Timbers, and it shall be the duty of the said two ap- 
pointments of Commissioners to confer with each other, fix on 
the time at which they will meet at or near the Three Forks of 
Trinity, so as to depart from the same point, or agree on the 
point at which said road shall cross Trinity River, and it shall 
be the duty of said Commissioners to report to Congress at the 
next Session, and shall be entitled to three dollars per day, fo 
said services, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise. 
appropriated; Provided, however, that they shall not be paie 
for more than twenty days. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
President of the Senate. 
Approved, May 2t6h, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the benifit of Hiram Wood. 

Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Repblic Texasin Congress assembled, That the Treasurer 
ofthe Republic, be, and he is hereby authorized to pay out of the 
Promissory Notes of the Goverament, the amount of a draft in 
favor of Hiram Wood for three thousand three hundred and 
twenty-two dollars for Naval supplies; out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, if on an examination of 
the vouchers of the claim, they be found in conformity with law 
and equity. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the Hauso of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
President of the Senate. 

Approved, May 25th, 1838. 

SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 
Relative to the dutles of the Collector of the Port of Velasco. 
Best Resoleed by the Sunate and House of Representatives 
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of the Republic of Texasin Congress assembled; That the Col- 
lector of the Port of Velasco be required to despatch all vesselo 
which may arrive at said Port, destined to Brazoria or Colum- 
bia, forthwith td their place of destination, and to place an 
officer on board of saiu vessels, to deliver the cargoes, and, se- 
cure or receive the duties thereon, agrecably to law and former 


practices 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate, 
Approved, May 24th, 1838: 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
Supplementary to “An ici to raise a Public Revenue by Impost 
. Duties.” 

Suc. le Beit enacted by the Senate and [louse of Re- 
presentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled; 
‘That the powers and duties of the Collectors of the Revenue by 
impost duties, and other officers concerned in tho collection of 
the same, and the liability of the masters and owners of vessels, 
with their cargoes, and the shippers or consignees thereof, are 
hereby declared to be the same, as established by law in the 
United States of America and practiced in the collection of 
iheir impost duties on the 13th day of June, A. D. 1837. 

Sec. 2nd. Be it further enacted, That the same penal- 
ties, disabilities and forfeitures, and the like remedies for in- 
fractions of the Revenue Law of this Republc, shall obtain and 
be issued, as were cstablished andin use in the said United 
States on the 12thday of June, A: De 1837. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 

President pro'tem. of the Senate. 


Approvod, LSth May, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
To authorise the President to negotiate a loan on the bonds of the 
Government, not cacecding pve millions of dollars. 
Suc. l. Be it enacted by the senate and house of repres 
sentatives of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That 
the President of the Republic, for the purpose of effecting a loan: 
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be and he is hereby authorized to issue bonds, in the name of 
the Republic for such sums as may suit the purchasers thereof, 
to an amount not exceeding in the whole, five millions of dol- 
lars, which bonds the President may authorize the Commission- 
ers of the loan, hereafter to be created, to sign and deliver in 
any language required, after being daly countersigned by the 
minister or other diplomatic agent “of Texas Sy resident at Wash- 
ington, London or Paris, the same to be made payable to bear- 
er, bearing interest on the face thereof at a rate not exceeding 
ten per cent per annum, and to be paid to the holders thercof, at 
such time and place, and in such currency as may be agreed on, 
and stipulated therein, to be made redeemable in thirty years from 
the day of date, unless the Commissioners shall think it proper 
and necessary; and for that object they shall have the power to` 
negociate two millions of the said amount of tive millions, re- 
deemable in a less time than thirty years, but not for a shorter 
period than five years. And the said Cormiesioners shall have 
power to agree and stipulate in said bonds that the holder or 
holders thereof may at any time they may choose surrender the 
same, and in lieu of principle e and interest duc thereon, reccive 
any of the pablic lands at the minimum prices fixed by the 
Government, at the time for the sale of their vacant lands, or 
if said lands are sold at auction any of said holders shall be al- 
lowed to bid and pay the amount of their bids, with any of said 
bonds in like manner as they are permitted to do at the fixed 
prices as above mentioned. 

Sec. 2 Be it further enacted that the said Gommission- 
ers shall have power to negociate and sell such bonds for the 
notes ofany bank or banks whose paper shall be at par with the 
best bank paper in the city of New York or Philadelphia, and 
the said Commissioners shall have power to stipulate that the 
notes of any such bank or banks purchasing such bonds to the 
amount of one hundred thousand dollars or more, shall be receiv- 
ed in payment of all public dues, so long as said bank or banks 

shall, in the judgement of the Government of Texas, be of good 
character and worthy of confidence. 

Sec. 3. Be if further enacted, That the President shall by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, appoint two com- 
missioners, whoshall have power either within the United States 
or Europe to carry out the purposes and futil the objects of this 
act in the manner specified therein, and shall be subject from time 
to time to such instructions as the President may communicate 
to them, through the Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Sou. 4. Beit farther enacted, Thatin case of the deatt 
or resignation of either or beth of caid commissioners during the 
recess of Congress, the President is hereby fully authorized to. 
fill such vacancy or vacancies, until the meeting of the next 
Congress. 

Sse. 5. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
said commissioners to contract with the bank of the United 
States of Pennsylvania, (if practicable.) if oot, with the Manhate 
tan Bank of New York. or the Union Bank of Louisiana, to act 
for the Government of this Republic as fisca! agents in the Uni- 
ted States in all matters relative to the loan authorized by this 
act, for all operations within the State in which such bank may 
be located, and by its agents, in other States of the United States 
of America, also, in Europe, and when the said commissioners 
shall contract any loan or sale of any bonds authorized by this 
act, it shall be their duty to deposite in the said bank, or with 
its agency, nearest the place, with the knowledge and approba- 
tion of said bank by its President and Directory, the amount of 
bonds corresponding with the amount of loan contracted for, 
or bonds sold, which bonds shall be issued by such bank or its 
agencies to the contractors or purchasers on the payment into 
the bank or its agencies to the credit of this Republic; the 
amount of mony contracted to be loaned, or paid therefor, on 
which payment to the credit of this Republic, the bank, or its 
cashier, or the agency thereof, shall issue to the interested party 
or parties the bonds, or scrip forinstalments thereon to the amount 
so paid, in conformity with the contract and not otherwise, and 
all such money shall beheld by such bank subject to the draft of 
the President of this Republic. countersigned by the Secreta- 
ry of she Treasury, and the said bank or its agencies shall noti- 
fy the Secretary forthwith of all deposites made to the credit 
of this Government; and the said commissioners shall corres- 
pond with the Secretary of the Treasury and inform him of all 
transactions done by authority of this act. 

Sec. G Beit further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to lay before each and every 
Congress, early in every session, a full statement of all the sales 
of bonds that may have been effected, showing the terms and 
conditions of the same, the expenses accruing thereon, and 
what dispositions have been made of the proceeds of the same. 

Seco 7 Be it further enacted, That for the punctual pay- 
ment of the interest and final redemption of said bends, the 
wblie faith is hereby solemnly pledged. 
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“mc. 8. Be it further enacted, That all acts and paste of 
acts coming within the purview of this act shall be, and the same 


iù hereby repealeds 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
So Hl EVERITT, 


President pro tem. of thé Senates 


Approved, May 16th, 1838. . 
SAM. HOUSTON: 


JOINT RESOLUTION 
Fixing the dividing line between the cowiities of Besar ond San Pat 
FCO 
Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress ‘assembled, That s 
direct line runtting from the junction of the Cibolo or San Bar: 
tolo Creek tothe Rio Frio, at a point thirty miles above its junc- 
tion with the Nueces, therice in a direct line to the town of La 
redo, shall be considered the dividing line between thé counties 
of San Patricio and Bexar, aad shall be respected as sichi by the 
Surveyors of the respective counties, provided, that this act shall 
not affect rights previously acquired by surveys legally made by 
the surveyors of the county of San Patricio, below the old road 
from San Antonio to the presidio of Rio Grande: 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Repregéntatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the Senate. 


SAM. HOUSTON. ' 


Approved, May Mth. 1838: 


AN ACT 
l Respecting the abatement of suits &e. 
Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, 
hat when any party may die pending any suit in any of the 
courts of this Republic, the suit shall aot thereby abate, but upon 
the death being suggested upon the docket, it shall and may be 
lawful to issue a scire facies returnable to the next term of the 
court, which being served upon the executor, administrator; 
guardian, curator or heir, they shall be made patties to said suit. 
Suc. % Be it further cnacted, Thét when any person hath 
p 
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or may hereafter die intestate, and no person will administer on 
said estate, it shall and may be lawful for any person who hath 
commenced any suit against such intestate in his life time and 
may wish to recover the same, to issue a scire facias against 
the heirs of such intestate, and in case the heirs or minors are 
absent from the republic, it shall be the duty of the court to ap- 
point a guardian to such heirs as are minors for the purpose of 
defending said suit, and on the return of the scire facias having 
been served upon the guardians or heirs as the case may be, the 
said plaintiff may prosecute his said suit to judgement and ex 
ecution as in other cases. 
Soco 3 Beit further enacted, That no suit now pending 
or which may be hereafter brought in any of the courts by a 
feme sole shall abate by her marriage, and it shall be lawful for 
the husband at the next succeeding term after his marriage to 
make himself party to any such suit and to prosecute the same 
asif heand his wife had been original plaintiffs to such suit. 
Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That no suits in any of the 
courts which are now pending or which may be hereafter 
brought against a feme sole shal] abate by her intermarriage, 
but their husbands respectively may be made defendants to 
such suits by scire facias, and judgement may be rendered 
therein and execution issue as though such suit had been insti- 
tuted against such husband and wife jointly; Provided, that 
nothing herein contained shall beso construed as to make the 
husband liable for any debts contracted by said feme sole before 
marriage 
Sse. 5. Beit further enacted, That when any suit shall 
have been or may hereafter be commenced in the name of one 
person for the use of another, and the person whose name may 
be used, shall depart this life during the pending of such suit, it 
shall not be necessary to revive said suit in the name of the 
representative of the deceased, but said suit may be prosecuted 
in the same manner as though said death had not happened, the 
came having been suggested on the record. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 


£ 


Approved, 24th May, 1838, 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
Relative to the claims of Officers and Soldiers of the Army. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the Auditor 
be, and he is hereby authorized and required to audit the claims 
of officers and soldiers according to the rates heretofore allowed 
by him. 

JOSEPH ROW, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. - 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of Senate. 

Approved, 1@tb May, 1838. bee th 

SAM. HOUSTON. 
AN ACT 
For the relief of the heirs of cerlain persons therein named. 

Wuernas a bill providing for the settlement of deceased 
soldiers estates, makes it obligatory on those administering upon 
their estates to publish the act of administration three months 
before they shall be permitted to act upon the duties of that 
office; and wheras; the advantges of priority of location guaran- 
teed to those who were here before the declaration of independ- 
ence will be lost, because the time to which that priority is lim- 
ited, will have transpired, and consequent injury result to their 
heirs. “Therefore, 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, 
That I. C. Duval and Wm. Brashear, upon the evidence of two 
or more respectable witnesses testifying from personal knowl- 
edge that they are the brothers and consequently the lawful 
heirs of B. H. Duval and R. C. Brashear, (who were of the 
number of the snfortunate companions of Fannin) be permited 
to receive their pay, bounty land, and head rights, in the same 
manner as if they had complied with the law requiring them to 
administer and to publish the act of administration, and forbid- 
ing them to act upon the duties of their office until the expira- 
tion of three months. : 

Sec. 2 Be it further enacted, That the Auditor be au- 
thorized and directed to audit the accounts of 1B. H. Duval and 
Ro C. Brashear, and the Secretary of War, and Board of Land 
Commissioners be directed upon the evidence of two or more 
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respectable witnesses, to issue the certificates for their bounty 
-lead and head rights. - 4 
JOSEPEL ROWE, - 
Speaker of the Rouge of Represontatives. 
MIRABEAU B LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


Approved, Way 24, 1885. 


AN AGT. 

Susplementery to an cet providing for the location of land sevep 
gosued under tke ect af congress dated Gtk December, 1836 end 
for redeeming the sameo : 

Seco l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, 

What the provisions of the above recited act do, and they are 

hereby declared to extend to all Jand scrip issued, and sold by 

the authority of the government of Texas, in accordance with 
law, in_all respects. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Spoaker of the House of Representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 


Approved, 24th May, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


RESOLUTION 
Deeloring John Vinee the legitim ote son of Allen Vince and Jilatil- 
da Wilbourn. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and Hloyse of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembied, That 
Joan Vince son of Allen Vince and Matilda Wilbourn be and 
he is hereby declared legitimate and capable of inheriting his. 
parents property in thasame manner asif he had been bora in 


lawful wedlock. 
JOSEPH ROW IE, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President of the Senate, 
Approved 24th May, 1838.. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT : 
Providing for the payment of the the first loan to Teas. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative of 
the Republic of ‘Texas in Congress assembled, That to fulfil 
and carry into effect the contract of compromise made on the 
first day of April, 1836, between the government ad interim of 
Tegas and the stockholders in the first loan negociated by the 
Commissioners of Texas in New Orleans on the Lith day of 
January, 1836, the President of the Republic be and he is 
hereby authorized to issue to the said stockholders the land 
scrip, as stipulated in said contract of compromise. 

Provided, The said scrip shall not be located until after the 
first Thursday in August next, and 

Provided further, ‘That no interest shall be allowed on said 
Joan, but the land hereby authorized to be given, shall be in 
full payment and liquidation of said loan. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 


Approved, 24th May, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
For the velief of D. B. Friar. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
he Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the First 
Auditor be, and he is hereby directed to audit and pay the 
claims of D. B. Friar on this government in conformity with equis 
ty and justice and according to law. 

l . JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 


Approved, 24th May, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON, 
AN ACT 
Better to define the duties of Sheriffs. 

Sse. le Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, 
That if any sheriff shall fail to return an execution within the 
tame prescribed by law, or shall neglect to pay money recov- 
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ered upon an execution, to the counsel of record for the plain- 
tiffin execution, there shall be rendered against such sheriff, a 
jadgement for the account due upon the execution, with ten per 
cent damages, and also ten per cent interest per month until the 
whole amount shall be paid; provided, that the party moving 
for such judgement chall have given to the sheriff at least three 
days notice before the motion made, which judgment may be 
rendered before any court of record in the county where such 
execulion was issued. 

Sec. 2 Be it further enacted, That in any case where 
the Sheriff is a party to the suit, all process shal] be executed 
by the constable of the township where the court is held,in cases 
where there is no coroner in the county, or if he be absent from 
the seat of justice of the county at the time the process is obtained, 
and in such cases the constable shall have jurisdiction co-exten- 
sive with the county. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 
Approved, May 24th, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
To amend the direct tax laws. 

Sze. le Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That 
it shall be the duty of the Assessors so soon asthey may be notified 
of their appointment to advertise in, at least, three of the most 
public places within cach captains beat, giving at least twenty 
days notice, to all persons living within the bounds of the same, 
that he will attend at the mustering grounds for said beats on a 
particular day or days for the purpose of receiving a list of tax- 
able property, at which time and place he shall attend and re- 
main a sufficient length of time to enable all persons who may 
attend to give in their several lists. 

Sec. 2 Be it further enacted, That cach and every person 
giving a list of their taxable property shall take the following 
oath, to be administered by the assessor, or some other person 
duly authorized to administer an oath. 

I, A. Bo do solemnly swear (or afirm as the case may be) 
that this list coptains a true and perfect account of all and every 
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species of taxable property belonging to me or ii my possession 

on the first day of January last, within the bounds of this Re- 

public, and what I consider to be a fair valuation of the same, 

and that no change or removal of property hath been made, or 

oe into in order to evade the payment of tax; so help me 
od. 

If the Assessor, however, shall think the valuation to be 
unfair, he may appoint two disinterested persons who shall, upon 
oath affix the valuation thereof, which shall be final. - 

Seco do Beit further enacted, That if any person shall 
fail or refuse to give a hst ofhis taxable property before the ex- 
piration of the time allowed the assessor to make his assess- 
ments, he shall be subject to pay a double tax, and the. sheriff 
is hereby required to collect the same and to make due returns 
‘in like manner with other taxes, giving a correct account there- 
ofs and the sheriff, in making his returns of moneys, or other 
taxes by him collected shall swear and subseribe to the follow- 
ing oath, to be administered by some person duly qualified to 
administer the same. 

I, A. Bo dosolemnly swear that the list of taxes accompa- 
nying this affidavit contains a just and true account of all the 
taxes by me collected up to this time, excepting such as I have 
previously made due returns of 

Sec. lo Beit further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the several clerks ofthe county courts, to make ont within one 
month after he receives the returns from the assessor, a copy in 
alphabetical order of the names of every person who has given 
in alist of their taxable property, together with a list of the 
property so given in by them, and valuation, and post the same 
up in the court-house where it shall remain swbject to the in- 
spection of the public; and any person who shall be guilty of 
mutilating, destroying or removing the same, shall be deemed 
guilty of a high misdemeanor, and upon conviction chall be 
fned not less than one thousand dollars and imprisoned not less 
than thirty days, and it shall also be the duty of said clerks, to 
make and furnish to the sheriff a similar copy of such list of 
taxable property on or before the first Monday in April succeed- 
ing each return. For all of. which services the county court shall 
adjudge and allow said Clerks a reasonable compensation, to 
be paid out of the county treasury upon their order. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
the Sheriffs to collect, as the law directs; all the taxes which may 
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be due from persons of their respective counties, and in čase 
any person should prove insolvent for their taxes, the sherist 
shall make a due return of all such to the clerk of the county 
court, who shall make a list of the same ard putit up in the 
court-house. 

Sec. 6 Be it further enacted, That all persons owning 
taxable property situated without the bounds of the county in 
which they reside, im giving in a list of their property shall des- 
scribe the same, particularly stating the quality, species; quan: 
tity, valuation and in what county it is situated, and a separate 
list for the preperty situated in different counties, lists of which 
taxable property shall be transmitted to the clerk of each coun- 
ty where such property may be situated, apom which list it 
shall be lawful for the county court to levy a tax for county 
purposes, which tax shall be levied and collected as other coun- 
ty taxes are in such county. 

Sec. 7% Beit further enacted, That it shall not be lawful 
for any county court or any corporation to levy and collect a 
currency differing in character from that which is levied by 
the Republic. l 

Suc. 8. Be it further enacted, That hereafter a direct 
tax shall be levied and collected, alone, upon lands, and slaves; 
horses over two, mules over two, neat cattle over twenty-five 
in number, clocks, watches, pleasure carriages, and town and 
city lots. Provided, that nothing in this act shall be so con- 
strued as to repeal so much of an act enforcing taxes on taverns, 
grog-shops, billiard tables; merchants, nine-pin alleys and poll 
TAB 

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That tw all counties where 
taxes have not been giver in and paid according to the laws, 
i¢ shall be the duty of the assessor to assess, and the sheriff to 
collect the taxes for the preceeding year or years, at the same 
time the taxes are assessed and collected for the current year, 
according to the rates established herelofore bylaw. 

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted, That it shal] be the 
duty of the clerks of the county courts in the new counties 
which have been created during the years 1837 and 1838, to ob- 
tain from the clerks of the counties, out of which such new 
counties have been created, which were due before the division 
was made which assessmenet or tax list shall be delivered to 
the sheriff of the new county and by him collected agreeably 
to law. 
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Sec Il. Be it further enacted, That in all cases where 
there is no personal property to be found whereon to destraia 
for taxes on lands and lots the sheriff shall report all such lands 
and lots to the county «ourt whose duty ifshall be to enter up 
judgement against the same and the owners thereof for the 
amount of taxes, costs and charges thereon and an order of 
sale shall issue to the sheriff requiring him to sell the same, aad 
the return of the sheriff on such order shall be good in law as 
all other sales made on a tiere facias’ all lands so sold may be 
redeemed by the original omner within twelve months from 
she day sale by paying fifty per cent on the amount. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Sepeker of the Ilouse of Representatatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 
JOINT RESOLUTION 


Providing for issuing certificates of head rights to the heirs of thoas 
who fell with or under Fannin, Travis, Grant and Johnson. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That 
a certificate fromthe Secretary of War shall be a sufficient ev- 
idence to any of the boards of land commissioners to grant 
eertificates for head rigits, to the heirs or legal repi esentatives, 
ef those who fell while under the command of, or with, Fan- 
ming Travis, Grant and Johnson in the spring of eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-six. ` 


Approved, 24th May, 1838. 


JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 


President af the Senate. 


SAM. HOUSTON, 


Approved 24th May, 1838. 


AN ACT. l 
Supplementary to an act granting lands to those were in the balile 
of San Jacinto aud other batiles. 
Sec, le Beit enacted by Senate and House of Repre- 
contatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That 


the conditions contained im the first section of the act to which 
B . 
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this is a supplement, so far as relates to the individuals 
who were in the action of the 19th March, 1836, under the: 
commands of colonels Fannin and Ward, and also those who fell 
at the Alamo under the commands of Bowie and Travia are 
hereby cancelled. 

Sec. 2 Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
Waris hereby authorized and required to issue land warrants 
agreeably to all the provisions of the aforesaid act, which is not 
repealed by this act, to the legal representatives, in the name 
of the heirs of all persons embraced in the first section of this 
act, upon the production of satisfactory testimony that the per- 
sons whom they represent were among these who fell im either 
of the two actions above named. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of tho Senate. 


Approved, May 24th, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


RESOLUTION 
Kor the benefit of captains Ross and Lynche’s companies 
Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tive of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the 
Auditor be and he is hereby required to audit the discharges of 
Captains Ross and LLyache’s companies for the tame they werc 
actually im service. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Sanato. 
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AN ACT 
Fer the relief of George Sutherland. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the 
Auditor be authorized and required to audit the claim of George 
Sutherland for fourteen hundred dollars, it being for corm, cate 


tle and hoes furnished the army. 
a : JOSEPH ROWE, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
: MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
President of the Senate. 


Apnrovod, May Ofte, 1822. 
cee O SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 
Defining the boundaries of Austin county. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That all 
the territory comprehended within the following limits shall 
compose the territory belonging to the county of Austin (to wits) 
Beginning on the San’ Bernard at the lower line of Coles’ 
league of land, thence in an eastwardly direction with the 
the upper.line of Fort Bend county to the north east corner of 
said line on Buffalo Bayou, thence in a northwardly direction 
with the county line between Harrisburgand Austin the tohead 
of Spring Creek, thence in a direct line to the head of Pond 
Creek, thence to the mouth of Beasons Creek, thence crossing 
the Brazos river to the mouth of Caney Creek, and up said 
creek with the line of Washington connty to its source, thence 
with said line to a league of land granted to Harmon Hans- 
ley, thence to a league of land granted to David Shelby, thence 
in a direct line toa league of land granted to Samuel C. Pet- 
tus, including said land, thence in a direct line to the head of 
San Béernardand down the same tothe place of beginning. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the Hlouse of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


Approvod, 24th May, 1838. 


AN ACT 
Supplementary to an act entitled SAn act to authorize the Clerks of 
ike several Couris to appoint deputies,” approved December 
Dist, 1837. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives cf the Republic of Texasin Congress assembled, That the 
Clerk of the Supreme Court, be, and he is hereby authorized to 
appoint a deputy upon the terms and conditions prescribed fo 
clerks of the district and county courts, in the act entitle “an 
act to authorize the clerks of the several courts to appoint 
deputies,” &c. Approved December, Zist 1837. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the Hlouse of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 


Approved 24th Moy, 1838. 
. 5 SAM. HOUSTON. 
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AN ACT 
Defining the boundaries of the counties of Bastrop and Gonzales. 
Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That from 
and after the passage of this act the following shall be the 
line betweer the counties cf Bastrop and Gonzales; beginning 
at the north cast corner of a tract of land granted one Stiflan, 
thence io its north west corner, thence to the north west corner 
ofa league granted to S. lall, thence northwest with a line 
run and marked by Bartlett Sims, for the line between De Witts 
Colony and $. F. Austin to the San Antonio road, thence wes 
terly with the same to the Guadaloupe, up the same to the north 
west corner of Williams colony, thence north seventecn degrees 
east to the dividing ridge between the Colorado and Brazos, 
taence down the same closing on Fayette. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
fopeaker cf the House of Representatives. 
| MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 


Approved, May Sark, 1838. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


JOINT RESQLUFION 

a For the relief John Murray- 

WWesolved, by the senate and house of representatives of 
the republic of Texas in cengress assembled, That the Treas 
urer of this rebublicbe, and he is hereby authorized and required 
to pay caplain John Murray, with the promissory notes of the 
government, the sum of two tlousand onc hundred and one dol- 
lars and thirty-five cents, being the balance due on his draft au- 
dited 16th July 1836, at Velasco, which audited draft shall be 


ihe voucher for the Treasurer. 
JOSEPH ROWE, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
Presi’ ent of the Senate. 
Approved, May 26th, 1838. SAM. HOUSTON. 
AN ACT 
Granting a pension to Mary Miilsapps and family. 
Sze. 1. ibe it enacted by the senate and house of repre. 
sentatives of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, Thag 
from and after the passage of this act a pension of two hundre 
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dollars pen annum, for ten years, shall be and the same is here- 
dy allowed and granted to Mary Millsaps and her children. 

Sec. 2 Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the Seeretary of the Treasury to pay the said pension semi-annu- 
allyin advance, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec. 3. Beit further enacted, That an amount of money 
sufficient to mect the demand as aforesaid is hereby especially 
appropriated. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, ‘ 
President of the Senate. 
Approved, Bist, May 1838. 6 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


AN ACT 
For the relief of Ad, Bo Rilznard. 

Be it resolved by the senate and house of represeniatives 
of the republic of Texas in Congress assembled. That the au- 
ditor be and he is hereby directed to audit the accounts of M. 
3o Menard, for the sum of twenty-one hundred dollara for his 
services as Commissioner of the Republic of Texas to the Uni- 
ted States of America. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the Hunse of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Seuate. 


Approved, May 24, 1833. 


AN ACT 

To define the boundary line of the county of Jdonigomeryo 

Sac. l- Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, 
That the boundaries of the county of Montgomery shall be as 
hercinafser expressed, to wit: beginning at a point on the east 
sice of the Navasoto river where the San Antonio road crosses 
the same, thence eastwardly with said road to the Trinity river, 
thence down said river to- the boundary line of the county of 
Liberty, thence west and'south with the boundary line of said 
eeunty, till it strikes the northern boundary Jine of the county 
ef Harrisburg, thence west with the boundary line of said county 
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SAM. HOUSTON. 
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to the county of Austin, thence with said county line te the 
Brazos river, thence up said. river to the Navasota, thence up the 
Navasoto to the place of beginning. 

Seo. 2. Be it further enacted, That all acts and parts 
coming within the purview and meaning of this act, be,. and. 


the Game are hereby repealed. 
JOSEPH RC WHE, 


Speaker of the House of Reprentarives. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate.. 
Approved, Sith May. 1838. l 
SAM. HOUSTON.. 
RESOLUTION. ° 
For the benefit of Sidney Shermano. 
zesolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
ihe Republic of Texasin Congress assembled, That Sidney 
Sherman be, and heis hereby allowed the sum of three thousand 
nine hundred and seventy. three dollars and seventeen cents for 
services rendered the government and money expended for the 
samc, the «mount to be pail in the promisory notes of the gov- 
erament, and‘that tle auditor be and he is bereby required to 
audit his accounts to that amounts 
JOSEPH ROW E; 
Speaker of the House oi Representatives., 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 
Vetoed by the President and’ passed" by a Constitutional ma-. 
jority. of the Mouse of Representatives. 
l JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
May lth, A. D. 1838. 
Vetoed by the President—reconsidered and passed. by a 
unanimous vole of the Senate, 19th May, 1838. 
MIRABSAU Es DAMAR. 
President of the Senales, 


. JOINT RESOLUTION. 
a For the benefit of Johr- Talbott. 
Re it enacted by. the senate and house of representatives off 
the cepublic of Texas in congress aczembled, That the Seerc-. 
rary of Uor be and he is hereby authorized and required. ta 
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issue to Jobn Talbott a land warrant for twelve hundred and 
eighty acres of bounty land, for nis services as Armorer at Gal- 
veston Island; Provided, always, suat twelve hundred and eighty 
acres is to be the full amount of bouaty land the said Talbott 
ohall receive for past services. Ft 
Sse. 2 Beit further enacted, That the Auditor is heres 
by directed to audit the said Taliboit’s claims on the goverament 
for pay to the amount of fifty dcilirs per month for such time 
as he acted, as master Armorer; deducting the amount he may 
have received, 
JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker oltre ifocse of Representatives. 
RAAB. AU B. LAMAR, 
President of the senate. 


Approved, 2ith Mav, 158," . . 
l SAM KHOUSTON. 


JOINT RESOLUTION =o 
sstablishing errtain me ii rnis therein named. - 
Suc.. le Be it resolved ny ti. senate and house of ropree 
sentatives of the republic of Foxas in congress assembled, 
That there shall be a mail rare vioblished by this act, from 
the town of Bastrop to tac rstucic: of Reuben Hornsleys, on 
the Colorado river. 

Sac. & Be it further r ssie d, That there shall be estab- 
lished a mail route froin the town o” Lnahuac, in the county of 
Liberty, tothe house of Thoms: S:udblefield, on Trinity river, 
im said county: also, a reete frou ins town of Shelbyville, in 
Shelby county, to the town of Milam in Sabine county, by the 
way of Hamilton on the Sabine river. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the ilouse of Representatives. 
MIRABEAU bo LAMAR, 
President of the Senate. 
Approved, 24th May, lets, 
SAM, HOUSTON. 


Sy ACT 
| Bor the relief aia scos therein named. 
Sec. lo Beitemacte! byv-ine senate and house repre- 
sentatives of the republic of Tessin congress assembled, That 
the First Auditor be, and is: is b ov authorized and required 
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tq.audit the accounts of John. ii, Miller, for eighty. dollars; of. 


48 


Deniel Tyler for sixty three dollars; of O. B. Hardeman for 
{wo hundred dollars; of William Lancy for thirty dollars per 
month for the time he served as cook to the hospital, according 
to the vouchers. 

Soco & Be it further enacted, That the auditor be, and he 
is hereby authorized and required to audit the claim of George 
C. Childress for the sum of one thousand dollars with interest 
from the twentieth of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, at 
eight per cent. per annum. 

Ses. 3 Be it further enacted, That the said Auditor 
be, and he is hereby authorized and required to audit the 
cinin of one hundred and fifty dollars in favor of M.e A. 
Bingham; a draft drawa in favor of Isom Parker, on the 6th 
of March, [836; also of S. Booker ‘or two hundred dollars for 
a grey mare, valucd at that price, lost in the service. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
é Speaker uf the House of Representatives. 


MIRABE VO B. LAMAR, 


President of the Senate. 
Approved, 18th, May, 1838. 
SAM. MOUSTON.. 


INDEX. 


& 
g 
An oct for the removal of county seats of justice,- e e = > Y 
An oct supplementary to an act creating the coun of Fayetta, - ° 2 
An actcecuring the right of Appeal - >- e e o oœ B 
An act to repeal a part of an act incorporating the town of Gonzales, S 
Joimt resolution anthorizing the president and commissioner of the gencral 
tand office, to issue Titles to purchasers of lots in Galveston Island, - < 3 
An act authorizing the president to appoint Notaries Publie, e > 4. 
A bill to incorporate an 1 define the Senatorial] District of Austin, Colorado 
and Fort Bend, =- e e e č è = 2 as 
Joint resolution for the relief of John F. Kemper, < e žá œ 5 
An act to amend an act iucor poring the city of San Antonio and other 
towns, e > ° ° a - 5 
Aa act for the relief "of Ror ert H ödə, > a - ° 6 
An act for the benefit of John R. Foster. - ° - 7 
An act to provide for settlement of deceased Soldiers Estates, ° ° 7 
An act providing for the location of Land Serip, issued by an act of can- 
gress, dated the Gth- day of December, 1836, and for redeeming the saime, 2 FO 
An act authorizing the payment of the interest of the F undedDebt, - 19 
Joint resolution for the relief of J. W. Fannin, > ° a ° 19 
An act for the relief of F. Neblin. > ° a - 3 
Joint resolntion in favor of the officers and Crews ofthe schooner 3 Of Wor = 
Emvineible and Brutus, á > > z ° < > RA 
An act appe-ating Pilots, - =- œ a e æ œ il 
Am cet to provide for the foreclosing of Mortgages Oa resi and peicon Ce 
fates, ° > > 38 
Aa est to incorporate the Brazos and Galveston Rail 5 Read Compa amy, « J4 
An act to incorporate the Caney Navigation Company, e ° T 


Resolation for repairing the Presidemt’s houso, and purchosing uwaitare, . w 


Jot resolution oupplomeomtary to a joint recolution for the relicf of Jobn 
J. Lina, approved December 10. 1837. ° ° < - - H 
An oet to amend an act entitled an act establishing the District Courts, 19 
An act to authorize tho president to re-issuo the promissory motos of the 
government, ac they return into the treasury, and making special appropriations, 21 
A joint resolution for the benefit of William Kuykendall, - - - 2 
An act establishing a mail route from Galveston to Matagordaand Texana, 28 
Joint resolution appropriating five hundred dollars for purchasing a cet of 
Astronomical Instruments, e a ° ° - - - > - 
An act for the benefit of P. S. Wyatt, e s e â s č > -l A 
An gct repealing the 37th section of an act organizing Inferior Courts, 24 


An act establishing the County of Galveston, - - - + A 
An act for tho relief of A. C. tlorton, - - - - 6, 2b 
An act to authorize the president to raise a corps of Cavalry, - - 26 


_ An act providing for the punishment of offences in the depopulated coun- 
tC, : : k 3 A J i fi = 
Joint resolution for the relief of Aaron Colvil, = - 3 F 
An act to prohibit the Bonding of Duties, - - - 2J 


An act appointing commissioners to view and mark out a Road from Bac- 
top to Red River, ° = ° - - s - 


Joimt resolution for the benoit of Hiram Wood, - - - % 

An act relative to the duties of the Collector of the Port of Velasco, w 
: An act supplementary to “an act to raise a Public Revenue by impost du- m 
theo, R s £ z : 3 

Au act to authorize the president to negotiate a loan on the bonds of the 
Govornmont, not execeding five millions of dollars, = - ° J 


Joint resolution fixing the dividing line between the counties of Bexar and 
Sam Patricio, a - - - : = z 


z ow 
An ac respecting the abatement of suits, &c., a = oS 
3 
35 


-~ > a 


Joint resolution relative the claims of officers ani coldiers of the army, 

An ect for the relief of the heirs of certain persons therein named, - 

An act supplementary to am act providing for the location of land serip is- 
ee under the act of congress dated Gth December, 1836, and for redeeming 
tho name. ° < - ° ° ° e 


Resolution declaring John Vinco the legitimate son of Allen and Matilda 
Wilbourn, ‘ P 


g 


A ° š ‘ 3 i ‘ : ` 36 

An act providing for tho payment of the first loaa to Texas, ad 

Joint resolution for the relict of D. B. I riay, A : , SF 

An act better to define the duties of Sheriffs, l} : ? 37 

An act to amend the Direct Tax laws, ; : ; ; f ; g8 
Joint resolution providing for issuing certificatos of head rights to the heixs 

of thoso who fell with or under Fannin, Travis, Grant and Johnson, í ål 
An act supplementary to an act granting landsto those who were im the bat- 

tts of San Jacinto and others battles, : bie a ; : : , 4h 

Resolution for the benefit of captains Ross and Lynche’s companien, < @ 

An ast for the relief of George Sutherland, ; : ‘ ; . 48 


An actdefining the boundaries of Au tm county, 


tho coveral ectrts to appoint deputica,” approved December 3101, 157,  . 48 
Aa ont deSning the bounda of tho countes of Bastrop ond Gorzalro, 44 


Ln a 


Jom recclntena for the rkef of Jehn Musa, — -> o = 33 
Anett preter ape a on a Lon i dora acd onun a 44 
WiericeGr to. 7 CY PY. Mica . Cs 
Aata te a ay ee ere wor ee eee l3 
Pera aS e A e e Ge e oraa L) 
a a e Wale ie N Ieee ear E a 
Be Left PP) See aa ee a we de er, le A g 


? 


LR 


A ` so aad ee sais Niet ae, E 
PONCE ISS ee ee Ser ae 


